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10 HN iv. 21 and 2g. 


JESUS SAITH UN TO HER, WOMAN, BE“ 
LIEVE ME, THE HOUR COMETH WHEN 
YE SHALL NEITHER IN THIS MOUN- 

 TAIN, NOR YET AT JERUSALEM WOR4 
SHIP THE FATHER,—BUT THE HOUR 
COMETH, AND NOW IS, WHEN THE 
TRUE WORSHIPPERS SHALL WORSHIB 
THE FATHER IN SPIRIT, AND IN 
TRUTH: FOR THE FATHER SEEKETH 
SUCH TO WORSHIP HIM, 


10 man, had he remained in his original 
perfection, the whole globe would have 
been a temple; every pebble, every ſtar a 
preacher; and a ſpiritual thankful heart 

A 2 would 
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would have made him ready and conſtant in 
the ſervice of his God. But man depraved 
by fin, and involved in corruption,—prone 
to evil and backward to good, wants his 
mind to be ſtird up by way of remembrance, 
and needs exhortations to purſue his duty 
and intereſt. His heart muſt be touched 
through the medium of ſenſe, and his con- 
cern with things ſpiritual and eternal be pre- 
ſerved by thole which are ſeen and temporal. 
He wants ſeaſons, and forms, and places of 
worſhip, and © God who is rich in mercy” 
and © knows our frame” has ordained fuch 
* to which we do well to take heed.” 


The tendency there is in man to ſubvert 
the ordinances of God, is evident, and la- 
mentable. The exemplification of it, makes 
a very conſiderable part of ſacred hiſtory ; 
and leads us to perceive, that tis much eaſter 
to degenerate into idolatry, than to preſerve 
that fpirituality which is eſfential to right 
worſhip. Should the object of our regard 
be the © only wiſe and true God,” yet the 
want of wiſdom and truth in our hidden 

part 
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part cannot be compenſated by the applauſe 


of the world, the ſplendor of the edifice, the 
grandeur of the congregation, or the pa- 
geantry of the performance. This confider- 
ation eſcapes us in common, or we do not 
pay that regard to it which the importance of 


it demands. Suitably impreſſed with it, we 


ſhall contemplate our religious liberty with 
gratitude ; and uſe this houſe erected for the 


- purpoſe of ſacred exerciſe, in ſuch a manner 


as to approve ourſelves in heir number who 
* worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in truth.“ 


Preſuming the ſubject is proper for this 
occaſion, we ſhall gradually enter upon it 
by remarking a few previous occurrences 
recorded in the chapter before us. 


The connection of events which, corre- 
ſpondent with the eternal purpoſes, regulated 
our Lord's determination, and movement 
from place to place, required that © he 
* muſt needs go through Samaria.” He 
* cometh therefore to a city called Sychar” 
famous for a well, which being originally 


A 3 the 


2 


ba 


the property of Jacob was venerated. It 
afforded a convenient ſeat, and refreſhing 


water. Jeſus wearied with his journey, and 


the heat of high noon, © ſat down on the 
& well while his diſciples went to buy food" 
In no better way could he be accommo- 


dated who enriched the earth with his boun- 
ty. and was made ſo popular by his miracles 


of grace! A woman coming in the juncture 
of time to draw water, Jeſus aſked drink 
to her no ſmall ſurprize, fince all ami- 
cable intercourſe had long been cloſed be- 
tween the Jews, and Samaritans. The re- 


queſt opened a way for converſation, which 


led to ſuch diſcoveries as excited the atten- 
tion, and proved the converſion of many of 
the city. A controverſy had long ſubſiſſed 
between the Jews, and Samaritans, reſpectin ' 
the proper place of divine worſhip. ” The 
poor woman thinking herſelf intereſted in it 


, —percerving Chriſt was a prophet—and de- 


firing to know his opinion began the ſub- 
ject. Circumſcribed in her knowledge, and 
miſled by tradition; ſhe was ignorant of the 
{pring of the diſpute, and concluded their's 
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was the only proper local worſhip.— Our 
* fathers worſhiped in this mountain, and ye 
% ſay in Jeruſalem is the place where men 
* ought to worſhip.” To this Jeſus replies, 
4e Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, 
* when ye ſhall neither in this mountain nor 
yet at Jeruſalem (excluſively) worſhip the 
% Father:” and informs her that the worſhip 
of God was to be general, and of a nature 
with im who is a Spirit, and requires us to 
worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. Let us 
then enquire—what is the notion of worſhip 
here intended—how we are concerned in 
our public aſſemblies to ſupport it—what 
are the properties of the object of it—and 
the advantages we derive from them? 


I. The term worſhip is certainly intended 
to repreſent that part of our holy religion, 
by which we profeſs the inward frame in the 
outward act, or the influence of the mind 
by the © bodily exerciſe.” It includes an 
expreſſion of adoration, prayer, and praiſe. 
If we take the definition of worſhip from 

1 <4 the 
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the Hebrew word® we find it is the act 
whereby a man falls proſtrate on the ground. 


This was the profoundeſt expreſſion of civil 
or ſacred adoration of old; and tis in the 
eaſtern countries to this day. The import 
of the Greek wordt is much the ſame, ſigni- 
fying veneration by the bending of the body, 
or adoration by an exterior humble geſture. 


As when a man caſts himſelf down at the 


feet of a ſuperior, and the metaphor 1s taken 
from the manner of ſpamiels crouching at 
their maſter's feet. It inſtructs us concern- 
ing God, and ourſelves, and the diſpropor- 
tion there 1s between us, | 


* God is great, and we know him not, 


* He is the high and lofty One that inhabit- 
© eth eternity, and dwells in that light 
. © to which no man can approach, The 
* world 1s his and the fulneſs thereof, All 
te things were made by him, and for him. 
fe He ſitteth upon the circle of the earth, 
and the inhabitants thereof are as graſs- 
* hoppers 
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© hoppers before him; the nations are as a 
drop in the bucket, and as the ſmall duſt 
* in the ballance. He is the King im- 
mortal, inviſible, the ſame yeſterday, to- 
% day, and for ever.—But man's founda- 
* tion is in the duſt. He dwells in houſes 


* of clay. His breath is in his noſtrils. He 


* 1s cruſhed before the moth, What is man 
that the Lord ſhould be mindful of him? 
* Can he be profitable unto God? Or can his 
* goodneſs extend unto him? If his tranſ- 
“ greſſions are multiplied; what doth he un- 
“to him? If he is righteous what doth the 
“Lord receive from him ?—Behold Gad is 
* glorious in holineſs, and hath no pleaſure 
ein wickedneſs. He hateth all the workers 
F of iniquity. But what is man that he 
5 ſhould be clean, or he that is born of a wo- 
© man that he ſhould be righteous ? All have 
* finned and come ſhort of the glory of God,” 


God then is not to be trifled with by ſuch ' 


a worm, much leſs ſuch a ſinful worm as man, 
Adoration 1s his native right, and in render- 


ing him what is his due, we ſhould be deeply 


impreſſed 


t 
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8 Fl 
impreſſed with a ſenſe of his divine majeſty, 
The holier men are, the more of his glory 
will they diſcover, and the lower they will 
he before him. Ignorance and fin may ex- 
cite freedom and irreverence ; but angels 
who are moſt wiſe and holy, are very ſenſible 
of their diſtance and inferiority—bow before 
his throne—and veil their faces with their 
wings when they. approach their adorable 
Lord. | 


3 It being nearly impoſſible to imprint awe 
on the affections, without ſuitable notions 
of the divine perfections; we are led in our 
preſent imperfect ſtate to conſider them in 
their effects, or manifeſted to. our ſenſe and 
reaſon. Glorious deſcriptions of God are 
common in his word. The mind being 
bounded by ſenſe, and converſant about 
temporal objects, is incapable of forming 
conceptions of the majeſty of God, without 
having reference to worldly grandeur. We 
are enabled to perceive ſomething of that 
which is divine, by that which is human; 
and hence in alluſion to royalty we read of 
| the 


(au 


the cloathing, the throne, the attendants of 
God. But ſince © none can find out the 
* Almighty to perfection“ deſcriptions of 
his majeſty are not confined to the diſplay of 
earth, but are embelliſhed with imagery 
which the world cannot produce, and which 
elevates the mind to the refulgence of glory, 
To this gave the prophet witneſs “ I ſaw 
* the Lord fitting upon his throne, high and 
* lifted up, and his train filled the temple, 
* Above it ſtood the ſeraphims : each had 
4 ſix wings; with twain he covered his face, 


„ with twain he covered his feet, and with 


* twain he did fly. And one cried unto 


** another and ſaid, holy, holy, holy is the 
* Lord of Hoſts; the whole earth is full of 
his glory.“ *© Cloathed with light as with 


a garment.” ſurrounded with inconceivable 


glories, while worlds roll at the foot of his 


throne ; he fits to receive the worſnip of his 


creatures. 


To worſhip the Creator by adoration and 
homage, was originally man's principal 
work; 


2 Iſaiah vi, I, 2, 3. 
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work; but tis now connected with prayer 
for mercy, becauſe we are ſinners pardon, 
for we are guilty—holineſs, for we are un- 
clean—happineſs, for we are miſerable. 
And to whom then ſhall we go but to the 
God of ſalvation? He © can ſupply all our 
* need from his riches in glory by Chrifl 
* Jeſus,” and it becomes us humbly © with 
* prayer and ſupplication to make known 
* our requeſts unto God.“ 


Thankſgiving for bleſſings becomes a 
part of the worſhip due unto his name» 
That which merits our prayer certainly de- 
ſerves our praiſe, Creation, providence and 
grace, yield conſtant matter for our gratitude; 
and a proper ſenſe of the divine goodneſs 
will enable us to ſay from our heart — bleſs 
the Lord O my ſoul, and all that is within 
* me bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord O 
* my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits.” 
As we acquire a recollettion of his favors, 
our praiſe will extend with a ſwell of grati- 
tude, producing the profoundeſt regard, ſuit- 
cd to the nature and extent of the ſubject. 
With 


* Plalm cvii. 1, 2, 
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With a view to this ſacred excerciſe, pub- 
lic aſſemblies are to be convened. The wor- 
ſhip of God is a joint concern, and men be- 
ing equally, and mutually intereſted in it, 
public places have generally been eretted for 
the more convenient folemnization of it. By 
immediate appointment and direction firſt 
the tabernacle, and then the temple under 
the law were reared; and in ſucceeding 
times ſuch houſes as this, in which we are 


nov met, were built by the common conſent 


of holy men who © every where pray, lifting 
*up holy hands,” © andare agreed touching 
* the things they ſhould aſk.” 


As the end of our religious worſhip ſhould 
ever be kept in view, we proceed to obſerve, 


IT. That if we are concerned to ſupport 
it in our public aſſemblies—we ſhall not ſub- 
vert the divine appointment -e ſhall re- 
gard the object in the act and preſerve 
ſpirituality in our frame. 


1. Worſhip is the appointment of God. 
By a command relative to it he ſtrengthens 
the prohibition of idolatry, ſaying to Iſrael, 

5 mine 
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« mine angel ſhall go before thee, and 
« bring thee into the Amorites, the Hittites, 
ee and the Perezites, and the Canaanites, and 
the Hivites, and the Jebuſites ; and I will 
* cut them off; thou ſhalt not bow down to 
their Gods, nor ſerve them, nor do after 
* their works. Ye ſhall ſerve the Lord your 
God, and he ſhall bleſs thy bread and thy 
e water.”* In the ſubſequent chapter, God 
calls Moſes, Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and 
ſeventy of the elders of Iſrael to worſhip. It 
was enjoined upon the Jews previous to their 
entrance into the promiſed land that 
they ſhould © worſhip the Lord their God, 
and him only they ſhould ſerve ;” and after 
their ſettlement the worſhip of God in one 
way or another was frequently inculcated, 
| Being eſtabliſhed by divine inſtitution David 
reſolves to comply with it ; © but as for me, 
* I will come into thy 0 in the multi- 
* tude of thy mercies and in thy fear will I 
_ * worſhip. towards thy holy temple,” and 
gives exhortation to it * for he is thy Lord 
* and worſhip thou him.” The eſtabliſh- 
ment of it was to be ſo univerſal that the 


Lord 
* Exodvs 23. 


( 15 ) 
Lord declares by the prophet e ſhall 


© come to pals that from one new moon to 
© another, and from one ſabbath to another, 
* ſhall all fleſh come to worſhip before 
me.“ But though the appointment is di- 
vine, it may be ſubverted by falling under 
neglect, indifference, or formality, For- 
mality prepares for indifference, indifference 
for negle&, and neglect for ſubverſion. In 
order that we may eſcape the influence of 
each, we ſhould recollect whoſe inſtitution 
we are called to regard, and for what end it 
was made. For, is it intended meerly to en- 
gage our notice, and employ our time ? Is it 
not to do us good? Is it not the means by 
which we become enriched with grace, and 
prepared for glory? Is it not the medium 
through which our joint communion with 
the Father and his Son, and his people is ſup- 
ported? Is it not that by which we expreſs our 
dependance on God, and honour his name? 
In order that we may eſcape the influence 
ef each, the public duty of prayer ſhould 

" | be 


* Iaiah Ixyi, 2g. 


(16) 
be more attended to by us, and be regarded 
as the moſt important part of our ſacred ex- 


erciſe. But here we are very culpable. The 


ordinance of preaching ſeems to have ſwal- 
towed up the duty of prayer, and if we may 
conclude from the regard paid to the one 
and the neglect ſhewn to the other; the 
buſineſs of the congregation ſeems to be 
more with man than God. Hence of the 
numbers now convened how many of- you 
are come to hear, but how few to pray. 
Hence we hear ſo much, and pray ſo little. 
Hence meetings for prayer, though on the 
moſt emergent occaſions, we think ourſelves 


juſtified to neglect: but when a ſermon is 


to be preached eſpecially by a popular mi- 
niſter, we feel it an affliction to be obliged to 
be abſent. But to worſhip God, and to 
hear of him are two different acts, though 
performed at the ſame time. If the latter is 
the greater attractive to us, or the whole 
motive of our coming to the houſe of prayer; 
and the former in our eſtimation is rather 
preparative to it, than the weightier part of 


our holy exerciſe—is there not reaſon to 
charge 


( &p -) 


charge ourſelves with neglect? If we ſup- 
pole prayer to be of importance, yet attend 
upon it without any devotedneſs of ſpirit, 
be more affected in the preſence of man 
than of God, and give in our petition to 
Heaven with leſs ſeriouſneſs and deſire than 
we would put up a requeſt to an earthly 
king—lIs there not indifference in the act? 
Should we draw nigh to him with our 
mouths, and honor him with our lips, 
while our heart 1s removed far from him, 
and in the moſt ſolemn manner call forth 
his attention, when we never mean to re- 
gard his benefits—ls there not formality in 
the performance? Let us judge ourſelves 
on this head, and © examine ourſelves of 
what ſort our work is.” Preſent neglect, 
or careleſſneſs, or formality, may produce 
future apoſtacy. Or, not having given our- 
ſelves unto prayer, God may deny us his 
bleſſing, when ve may be moſt ſenſible of 
our want, and cry to him with greater fer- 
vency than we are now diſpoſed to uſe. 


B 2d. We 
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2d. We muſt regard God himſelf as the 
proper object of our worſhip, and engage 
in it, deſiring to honor him, and derive be- 

nefit from him. His majeſty and merey 
united, will exite our reverence, and draw 
out our deſire. For, in all our addreſſes to 
the King of Glory, his goodneſs. muſt not 
cauſe us to forget his greatneſs; nor ſhould 
we injure his honor, by his condeſcenſion. 


© God is greatly to be feared in the aſ- 

<« ſembly of the ſaints, and to be had in re- 
verence of all who are about him.“ That 
which we ſhould never loſe. fight of, thro' 
the blindneſs of our mind, and the depravity 
of our nature, we are prone to neglect; and 
do not © ſerve God acceptably with rever- 
* ence and godly fear. An awful reſpect 
is frequently withheld, and a pert familiarity, 
unbecoming ſinners, is indulged. For want 
of regarding him with a folemn awe we af- 
fect a light freedom; and forgetting that 
God is in Heaven, and we upon earth: 
3 * WE 


* Pſalm Ixxx1x, 8. 


+ Heb. xii. 28. 
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« we are raſh with our mouths, and our 

© hearts are haſty to utter any thing before 
e the Lord.” On this account © 'tis of the 
Lord's mercies we are not conſumed, be- 
* cauſe his compaſſions fail not.” Should 
he be extreme to mark what we have done 
amiſs in this particular part of our conduct, 


excluſive of any thing elſe reprehenſible, 
* who of us could ſtand ?” 


But there is mercy with him that he 
* may. be feared,” and while we reſpect his 
majeſty, we muſt not be unmindiul of his 
mercy. To ſeek is our duty and privilege; 
and if we are impreſſed with a ſenſe of our 
fin and miſery we ſhall be eaſily ſtirred up 
to the purſuit of it. To prevent our being 
unconcerned while we ,profeſs to make mer- 
cy the object of our defire, is the gracious 
deſign of God in the diſcovery of our con- 
dition, the convittion of the Spirit, and the 
viſitation of his providence. Theſe bring 
our {ins to remembrance, and then the ne- 
ceſſity and importance of mercy is thought 


upon; and the aſſurance that © the eyes of 
B 2 © the 
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* the Lord are on them that hope in his 
ne 44 encourages us to give ourſelves 
* unto prayer.” When we thus © yy 


* nigh. to him, he draws nigh to us,” and 


meets us with his promiſes. He ſpeaks to 
us in terms which tend to countera our 
ſears, and inſpire us with ſaving hope. Tis 
:;pofſible for him to declare his grace with 
nore confidence, or greater variety of lan- 
guage than he does. We are not excited to 
offer up our addreſſes to him, with a meer 
peradventure, or a © who can tell if God 
* will turn and repent, and turn from his 
* fierce anger that we periſh not.” Probabi- 
lity has great influence to ſtir up the ſoul 
when diſtreſs ſtares us in the face, but our 
encouragement is much greater—for, © aſk, 
and ye ſhall have . ſeek, and ye ſhall find; 
© knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you.” 
* For therefore will the Lord wait that he 

may be gracious unto you; and therefore 

* will he be exalted that he may have mercy 
upon you: for the Lord is a God of judge- 
ment, bleſſed are they that wait for him.““ 


gd. We 


* Iſaiah xxx 18. 
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qd. We muſt preferve ſpirituality of. 
frame m our worſhip. This will make us 
hearty in the act, and conſtant in the duty. 
We {hall realize the divine preſence, and 
conclude, © Surely God is in this place.” 
Feeling our need, and believing the promiſe, 
we ſhall be led into deep pleadings with 
God, we ſhall © draw near, even to his ſeat, 
* and fill our mouth with arguments.” De- 
termined to meet with fausfattion and ob- 
tatn ſucceſs, we ſhall know the words 
*& which he would anſwer us, underſtand 
© what he will ſay unto us; and © not 
let him go except he bleſs us. Devoted 
in heart, the eye will be prevented from 
roving, the mind from wandering ; and we 
ſhall conduct ourſelves as in the preſence, 
and under the view of God. We ſhall be- 
ware of meer pretence, by which the notice 
of men may be attracted, while the anger of 
God may be kindled. 


"Tis lamentable that this is not more the 
caſe ; for, while numbers neglect the houſe 
of God, how many are there who ſerve him 

B 3 only 


only with © that which is outward in the 
* fleſh?” Did we conſider that the eye of God 
is upon us, and that © he looketh to the 
heart! Did we reflect that a ſpiritual 
worſhip is required, and diſcover, upon ex- 
amination of every duty, how carnal we 
have been—we ſhould have reaſon to fear 
that God draws this concluſion at the end 
of every exerciſe, © in vain do they worſhip 


e me.” 


*Tis as unacceptable to God, as unpro- 
fitable to us, © that we draw nigh to him 
* with our mouths, and honor him with our 
lips, while our hearts are far from him.”* 
© God is a Spirit, and ſeeketh ſuch to wor- 
* ſhip him, as worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
* truth.” Thoſe who have only the form, 
may ſhine more in the external perform- 
ance than thoſe who have the power ; but 
they are very unequally reſpected by God. 
To the former he declares, * when ye ſpread 
** torth your hands I will hide mine eyes from 

** you; yea, when you make many prayers 

* I will 


* Iaiah xxix. 1. 
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I will not hear you.“ But to the latter, 

Let me ſee thy countenance, let me hear 
* thy voice, for ſweet is thy voice and thy 
* countenance is comely.”+ The one con- 
ſtitutes the glory of divine worſhip, the 
other renders it inſignificant and unprofita- 
ble. Not that worſhip which is pompous, 
but ſincere; not that which is bodily, but 
ſpiritual, is well pleaſing to God. Lord 
* ſave, or I periſh ;” or, © God be merciful 
* to me, a ſinner ;” uttered from a deep-felt 
ſenſe of our need, will be received and ſuc- 
ceſsful, while a well-worded addreſs, may 
be deſpiſed and rejected, becaule it is only 
verbal expreſſion, not mental deſire. Tis 
in vain to keep up outward ceremony, if our 
heart 1s not right before God; and if we are 
enabled to worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
truth, our ſervice ſhall be owned, and how- 
ever diſregarded of men, we ſhall have 
* our reward.” 


When that univerſal revival and ſpread 


of religion ſhall commence, by which © the 
B 4 * earth 


* If. 1. 15. + Cant. ii. 14. 


a 
* earth ſhall be filled with the knowledge of 


the Lord, as the waters cover the ſeas ;” 
ve may expect to come nearer to the wor- 
ſhip of the inhabitants of the upper world, 
and more intimately partake of their joys. 
Before that eventful perjod tis more than 
probable, many congregations of worſhippers 
will ſucceſſively occupy this houfe. Thoſe 
who at preſent uſe it, ſnould be concerned 
to know that they are in the number of the 
true worſhippers, leaſt they ſhould be repulſ- 
ed when- moſt ſanguine about their accep- 
tance, and be denied admiſſion into the 
company of thoſe © nations who are ap- 
* pointed to worſhip God before the 
* throne.” To excite in our breaſts a ſuit- 
able deſire and temper, for this holy and 
happy employ ; let us regard, 


III. The gracious properties of the ob- 
ject of our worſhip, and the advantages we 
derive from them. Here I might deſcend 
to a variety of particulars, from the recital 
of, and enlarging upon which, you muft 
excule me, by pauſing for a moment on 


the 


( Wy ] 


the Father —This, my dear brethren, _ is 
a relation in which God ſtands connected 
with the whole univerſe, but more peculiarly 
to the ſubjetts of divine grace, who 
know God and are known of him.“ 


It implies his ove. pity, tenderneſs, and 
care. His love was diſcovered in the high- 
eſt inſtance. It can admit of no parallel in 
nature. Involved in the deepeſt miſery, 
it has extricated us. We were captives, but 
he has redeemed us by a price which none 
but God could advance, and a power, 
which none but God could exert. He has 
renewed us by his grace, adopted us into 
his family, and made us heirs with Chriſt. 
Being © the ſons, and daughters of the 
Lord God Almighty,” he exerciſes his pa- 
rental care over us. His eyes are upon us, 
and his ears are open to our cry. He has com- 
miſſioned us to © caſt all our care on him, 
* for he careth for us ;*” and to © caſt our 
burden upon him, and he will ſuſtain us. f“ 
So that if we © walk in darkneſs and have 


66 no 


# Peter v. N + Pſalm lv. 22. 


1 
[ 
YJ 
1 


( 26 ) 


no light, we can truſt in the Lord, and ſtay 
* upon our God.” So that © if we endure 


© chaſtening God deals with us as with ſons.” 
* Folly is bound up in the heart of his chil- 


% dren, but the rod of correction ſhall drive 
it out.” So that if we live in an evil day, 
we may be © ſecure from the fear of evil; 


or ſhould we fall under the common cala- 
mity, we may plead the promiſe accomodated 


to the condition, and expett the accompliſh- 
ment. For reaſons beſt known to our heay- 
enly Father, we may be exerciſed with af- 
flictions, but we {hall not be left to fink un- 


der them. We may be * perplexed, but 


not in deſpair; perſecuted, but not for- 


faken; caſt down, but not deſtroyed.” 


Like as a father pitieth his children, ſo the 


Lord pitieth them that fear him. For he 


* knoweth our frame, he remembereth that 
* we are duſt.““ If his children for- 
** fake his law, and walk not in his judg- 
ments: if they break his ſtatutes, and keep 
* not his commandments. Then will he 
** viſit their tranſgreſſion with a rod; and 

* their 


* Pſalm ciii. 13, 14. 
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« their iniquity with ſtripes. Nevertheleſs 
his lovingkindneſs will he not utterly take 
from them, nor ſuffer his faithfulneſs to 
fail.“ The Lord is merciful, and gra- 
* cjous, flow to anger, and plenteous in 
* mercy. He will not always chide, nei- 
* ther will he keep his anger for ever.” 
Full of pity, he will grant us ſupport, and 
conſolations anſwerable to our need. His 
promiſe ever holds good; © I will never leave 
* thee nor forſake thee: ſo that we may 
boldly ſay, the Lord is my helper, I will 
* not fear.” Mountains may ſooner depart 
from their fixed ſtations, and hills be re- 
moved from their bounds, than his loving- 
kindneſs ceaſe, or his faithfulneſs fail. We 
can go no where from his preſence, nor 
does he defire we ſhould; and under his eye 
and wing we are ſecure and happy. 


In ſome caſes, he uſes meaſures expreſſive 


of reſentment, rather than care. But we 


ſhould remember that reſentment is often 
evidential of care, as inattention is of ne- 


glect. 
* Pſalm Ixxxix. go, &c. + Pſalm ciii. 8, 9. 
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glect. Were there no love in the heart of 
our God towards us, he would treat us with 


indifference leave us to ourſelves and 


ſuffer us to enjoy the pleaſures of the world 
without inturruption, or mitigate our ſor- 
rows by the amuſements common to uncon- 
verted men. — But no; if we belong to God 


he will turn every comfort into a croſs, every 


bleſſing into a curſe, and the water from 


which we expect the greateſt refreſhment 
hall be embittered, rather than his children 


hall periſh. © He does not afflict willingly, 


© nor grieve the children of men :” he there- 


fore afks his people of old, © Why will ye be 
* fnicken any more?” We little think how 
much our heavenly Father loves us, even 
while he ſeverely ſtrikes us, though we have 


ſuch an evidence of it recorded by the pro- 


phec: © Is Ephraim my dear fon? Is he a 
* pleaſant child? For fince I ſpake againſt 
him, I do earneſtly remember. him {till : 
* therefore my bowels are troubled for him; 
* I will ſurely have mercy on him, faith the 
Lord. | 

His 


+ Jeremiah xxx1. 20. 
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His kindneſs and fidelity, are beſt known 
when we moſt need them. In proſperity, we 
are not properly concerned for proof, of his 
gracious properties, and the benefits reſult- 
ing from them; but in ſeaſons of adverſity 
and diſtreſs we want inſtances of them, and 
* we find him a very preſent help in every 
time of need.” As the weak ſick child is 
moſt attended to, and meets with moſt ex- 
preſſions of parental indulgence; ſo the 
Lord exerciſes pecular tenderneſs over his 
.afflitted children. He indulges them with 
brighter evidence, clearer manifeſtation, and 
ſtronger joy. They are admitted to inti- 
macy, and allowed to deal familiarly with 
him; ſo that they can ſay, © thou ſhalt 
* ſtrengthen me upon the bed of languiſh- 
ing, and make all my bed in my ſickneſs.” 


We ſhall content ourſelves at preſent by 
mentioning three advantages reſulting from 
theſe gracious properties Confidence 
Preſent relief—and the aſſurance of future 


ſupply. 
What 
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What comfort is there deſtitute of confi- 
dence? In the poſſeſſion of well-grounded 
hope, the petitioner goes with pleaſure to 
the object of addreſs; and this is the confi- 
dence we have in our God, that © if we aſk 
* any thing according to his will we know 
* he heareth us.” To this end © we have 
received the ſpirit of adoption, whereby 
* we cry Abba Father :” and can © come 
* boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
* may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
jn time of need.” For the ſoul gets, — 


Preſent relief. This makes the holy or- 
dinance, whether in public or private, de- 
hghtful. - Anſwers to prayer lighten the 
burdens of the mind, and make us perſe- 
vere, Preſent attainment excites expecta- 
tion in future; nor ſhall it be diſappointed. 


the ſupplies ſhall follow. No tear ſhall 
drop unobſerved; no diſtreſs ſhall pals un- 
noticed; no petition preſented in ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the Divine Will, ſhall be unanſwer- 


ed. We have a right to depend upon our 


father 


= + 


father for temporals, ſpirituals, and eternals, 
The relation between a parent and child is 
near and tender; and what parent that has 
not renounced humanity, mould ſuffer a be- 
loved child to want and periſh, when it is 
in the power of his hand to relieve and fave 
him. And © if ye then being evil, know 
# how to give good gifts unto your children; 
e how much more ſhall your Father which 
is in Heaven give good things to them 
* that aſk him? * 


| Upon a review of the ſubject, we learn 


That in order to worſhip God as our Fa- 
ther, we muſt have the ſpirit of his Son. 
Tis only from his agency true worſhip can 
be rendered. He produces in believers a 
correſpondency of diſpoſition to the great 
object of worſhip. Whatever is offered. 
without this, is but the homage of a ſlave, 
ariſing from a ſenſe of greatneſs and neceſ- 
ſity, not from choice or love. A worſhip 
that proceeds not from a willing diſpoſition, 

will 


* Matt. vii. 11. 
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their deſire, would be like ſeraphs in the 
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will not admit of ſuch nearneſs to God as 
the real chriſtian enjoys. Many in the di- 
vine preſence, we hope, are favoured with 
this privilege. You addreſs your Father 
who 1s in Heaven, and are diſpoſed to hal- 


| low his name by a reverence, connected with 


delight. There 1s, and there will be an 
interruption in your enjoyment ; but as an 
evidence that you are capable of delighting 
yourſelves in the ſervice of God, the ſuſpen- 
ſion of pleaſure in his worſhip is the cauſe of 
your ſorrow. The diſorders the ſoul is in- 
cident to, and the indiſpoſitions under which 
the human frame labors, frequently deprive 
perſons of delight in, and unfit them for, the 
worſhip of God, who have a diſpoſition for 
it ; and who, if their capacity was equal to 


ſervice of God. Where there 1s near rela- 


tion connected with due affection, there will 


be attraction. You have love to God who are 


united to him, and the force of the attraction 


you are under diſcovers itſelf by your regard 


for his worſhip. For cannot you ſerve him 
upon 


A. ws oa a ww 
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upon principle? Is not this expreſſive of yout 
experience? One thing have I deſired of 
the Lord, that will I ſeek after: that I might 
&* dwell in the houſe of the Lord, to behold 
© the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire 
x: in his temple. * For a day in thy courts 
* 15 better than a thouſand : I had rather be 
* 2 door-keeper in the houſe of my God, 
« than to dwell in the tents of wickednels * 
e bleſſed are the people that are in ſuch a 
caſe. You will ſoon change your place, 
but not your employment, only you will 
worſhip without wearineſs, imperfection or 
end. If now you can turn to God and ſay, 
Lord, thou knoweſt all things; I have 
loved the habitation of thy houſe, and the 
* place where thy honor dwelleth, your 
* ſouls will not be gathered with ſinners, nor 
* your lives with bloody men.” God will 
receive you to himſelf, advance you to his 
temple above, that where he is, there his 
children may be alſo. His gracious pro- 
perties recorded in his word, are not only 
deſcriptive of what he has been to his peo- 
Cc ple 


* Pſalm xxvii. + Pſalm Ixxxiv. 10. 
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ple of old, but of what he is, and of what 


he will be to his children forever. 


The worſhip of God does not conſiſt in 


externals. Lip-ſervice, and bodily exerciſe 


are no more uſeful than as they are expreſ- 
five of the frame of mind : © we may appear 
* unto men to pray, we may come as his 
people come, and we may hear his word; 
which things have indeed a ſhew of wiſdom 
in will-worſhip, and yet our perſons and 
performance be rejected, for want of that 
ſincerity and ſpirituality which are the ne- 
ceſſary conſtituents of the chriſtian charac- 
ter, the eſſential ingredients in goſpel-wor- 
ſhip. Know then what God requires and 
expects. Beware of deception. © God. 
* ſearcheth the heart and the reins, and will 
render unto every man according to his 
* work.” From henceforth we will hate 
carnality and hypocriſy, and every evil 
work. © Search us, O God, and know our 
* hearts, try us and know our thoughts, and 
* ſee if there be any wicked way in us, and 


lead us in the way everlaſting.” © We are 
d ee the 


tl ) 


© the circumciſion who worſhip God in the 
„ ſpirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
«© have no confidence in the fleſh. For he 


* 1s not a Jew, who is one outwardly ; nel- 


„ther is that circumciſion, which is out- 
* ward in the fleſh : but he is a Jew, which 
is one inwardly ; and circumciſion is that 
* of the heart, in the ſpirit, and not 1n the 
letter, whoſe praiſe is not of men, but of 


* God.”* 


God is not confined. He is no reſpetter 
of places or perſons, © but in every na- 
tion he, that feareth God, and worketh 
> « righteouſneſs, 1s accepted of him. There 
* 1s now neither Jew nor Greek, Barbarian, 
* Scythian, bond nor free, but Chriſt 1s all, 
and in all. For in Chriſt neither circum- 
* cifion availeth any thing, nor uncircumci- 
* ſion, but faith which worketh by love.” 
It argues much 1gnorance when we would 
limit the Holy One of Iſrael © to tem- 
** ples made with hands;“ and when our 
bigotry and attachment to any particular 

C 2 ſociety, 


* Romans 11. 28, 29, 
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ſociety, leads us to exclaim, © the temple of 
the Lord, the temple of the Lord are we !” 
Nothing makes a people dear to God but 
their conformity to. him; nor a place of 
worſhip ſacred, but the . preſence. In 
point of external ſanctity, all places are 
* to Him, who hath ſaid, © the Heaven 
« is my throne, and the Earth is my foot- 
« flool : where is the houſe that ye build 
* unto me? and where is the place of my 
e reſt? For all theſe things hath mine hand 
© made, and all thoſe things have been, 
* ſaith the Lord: but to this man will I 
* look, even to him that is poor, and of a 
te contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my 
word.“ O thou God of all grace, lend 
out thy light and thy truth, that all may 
know thee, from the leaſt even to the 
greateſt, When the Jews ſhall be called in, 
with the fullneſs of the Gentiles, and when 
neither in this, nor that place only, ſhall 
mer worſhip the Father, but all ſhall © wor- 

x ſhip him in ſpirit and 1 in truth, 


Let 


# Ifaiah Ixvi. 1, 2. 
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Let us bleſs God for revelation, and the 
extent of its diſcovery—for the predictions 
and promiſes yet to be accompliſhed—for 
the goſpel which ſounds in our ears—for the 
ordinances upon which we attend--for every 
convenience for his worſhip, and that © we 
* can fit under- our own vine and fig tree, 
none daring to make us afraid. He 
* hath not dealt ſo with any nation: and as 
* for his judgments, they have not known 
them. Praiſe ye the Lord.“ But 
* bleſſed are your eyes, for they ſee; and 
your ears for they hear; for verily I ſay 
* unto you, that many prophets and righte- 
* ous men have deſired to ſee thoſe things 
* which ye ſee, and have not ſeen them: 
* and to hear thoſe things which ye hear, 
* and have not heard them. T 


This being the houſe of prayer, and the 
place where the attention of ſinners is called 
to the living God, we have reaſon to bleſs 
the Providence by which it has been raiſed, 
and the expreſſion of our gratitude muſt be 

enlarged 


+ PſalmcxIvii. 20, + Matt. xiii, 16, 1 


4 


enlarged when we reflect upon the bleſſing 
and ſucceſs that has attended the miniſtry of 
our honored, but afflicted friend, by whom 

a worſhipping aſſembly has been collected; 
and for whole convenience this building _ 
been erected. We by no means confine the 
Lord and his work to this houſe, or ſuppoſe 
the place has any holineſs in it any more 
than tis dedicated to God, and appropri- 
ated to his ſervice, Tis not built in oppo- 
ſition to our fellow chriſtians of different 
perſuaſions, but to promote the common in- 
tereſt of chriſtianity. The population of 
this reſpectable city increaſes, and with it, 
blefſed be God, © the number of believers 
are multiplied.” Should this houſe be one 
of the nurſeries of Heaven, the end of its 
erection will be anſwered. We take it for 
granted, that the grace of God vill prevent 
our fellow-chriſtians from looking upon it 
with an envious eye, and lead them to pray 
for its proſperity ; and that © if Chriſt is 
. preached they rejoice, and will rejoice.“ 
To the lovers of catholiciſm, and thoſe who 
regard the honor that cometh ſrom God, it 
Z muſt 


("39 

muſt be pleaſing to find here a houſe has 
the miniſter of Chriſt may deliver what he has 
received from the Lord, though he does not 
chuſe to appear under epiſcopal ſanction. 
May the man of God through whoſe inſtru- 
mentality it was firſt begun, and whole eyes 
ſee it occupied, live long to ſound his Re- 
deemer's praiſe therein, and find the fruit of 
his labors in the converſion of ſinners, and 
increaſe of grace to all that believe, 
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